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The Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation received its charter on October 
28, 2014 and received its non-profit status on November 6, 2014.  The pur-
pose of the Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation  is to foster patriotism 
and the integration of the military and civilian communities of the San Anto-
nio, TX area, to provide scholarships for family members of military person-
nel, to support charitable organizations that assist military personnel and 
their families, and to raise the positive profile of military service in Texas. 

The Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation is an affiliate of the Military-
Civilian Club of San Antonio.  These organizations have supported the mili-
tary and their families in the San Antonio area since May 21, 1921.  In 2014, 
the Military-Civilian Club elected to form the Military-Civilian Charitable 
Foundation with three main program areas:   

Scholarship Program  

Military Ambassador Program  

Military Family Support  Program 

Since its formation, the Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation provided 
over $340,000 of direct financial support to our military servicemembers, 
veterans, and their families.   

The Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation has four goals for 2020-2021: (1) 
raise $80,000, (2) provide up to $20,000 in scholarships, (3) augment the 
Trinity University endowment by $500, and (4) actively seek grants. 

2020-2021 Board of Directors 
President 
COL (Ret) Karrie Fristoe 

 
Vice President Programs 
Julie Coffey 

 
Vice President Development 
Victoria Wood 

 
Treasurer 
Debbie Rush 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Julie Ball 

 
Recording Secretary 
Sally Gummel 

 
Parliamentarian 
Angela Jenkins 

 
Website 
COL (Ret) Daria Putzier 
 

Member-at-large 
Cyndee Dubinski 

 
Member-at-large 
Carryn Sheehan 

 
Ex Officio (MCC Military President) 
Lori Campbell 

 
Ex Officio (MCC Civilian President)  
Tina Drain 

$90,555 
raised reaching 

113% 
of our  

2019-2020 goal  

$49,200 
Military-Civilian Club 
Members support with 
100% providing funds 

and  

180 (45%) 
Reaching Patriot or 
Contributor Status 

 

Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation 
Supporting our local Military and Veterans 

With Loyalty, Patriotism, and Service 

Over 

$340,000 

provided to military 
families over the 
last five years 

We thank Becky Ownby-Smith, 2019-2020 President, and Jule Patterson, Recording Secretary, who completed their term of ser-

vice on June 30, 2020. We cannot thank them enough for their leadership and contributions! 



 3 

 
The Military-Civilian Club and the Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation have 

been awarding scholarships since the mid 1970’s.  The scholarships are open to 

children of military personnel in all five services:  Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force 

and Coast Guard who live in the San Antonio area.  The Military-Civilian Charitable 

Foundation takes into account the unique challenges military families face with 

frequent relocations.  The scholarships are administered by the Minnie Stevens 

Piper Foundation.  The Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation receives nearly 200 

applicants annually. During 2019-2020 the Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation 

was able to fund four $5,000 scholarships. Our 2020-2021 goal is to distribute 

$20,000 in scholarships and increase to eight by 2025.  In addition to the support 

of the Military-Civilian Club members, we thank Security Service Federal Credit Un-

ion for their $1,000 donation to support our Scholarship Program. 

The Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation also provides the Trinity University 

Scholarship (endowment) that is administered by Trinity University.  This scholar-

ship began in 1954 when the Military-Civilian Club donated $500 to Trinity Univer-

sity.  James Laurie who was the Trinity University President at the time used the 

money for scholarships in the name of the Military-Civilian Club.  This scholarship 

helps a deserving Trinity University military connected young woman. The Military-

Civilian Charitable Foundation will augment this endowment by $500 starting in 

2021. 

$20,000 
In donor sup-

ported scholar-
ships Awarded  

 

$3,420 
Trinity Universi-
ty Endowment 

goal 
Increase  

scholarship 
Awards to  

8  
By 2025 

 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

2019-2020 High school        
Scholarship recipients: 

 
Sarah Eckenroth  
Judson High School 

 
Annabelle Gopaul  
Reagan High School  

 
Isabella Miller  

Reagan High School  
 

Aliana Sereal 
Stevens High School 

 
Trinity university  

Scholarship recipient:   
Caitlen Culpepper 
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We are very proud to serve as the Sponsors of the Military Ambassadors to Fiesta.   The Military-Civilian 
Club and the Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation have supported this outreach effort since 1963 when 
the Fiesta Commission asked the club to support the military queens.  The military queens evolved into the 
Military Ambassadors.  Each Service selects their finest to participate as a group in almost every official 
event during Fiesta. The Military Ambassadors are active duty military, stationed in San Antonio. We are 
truly fortunate having community partners like USAA who serve as the title sponsor for the Military Ambas-
sadors and have contributed so generously since 2017.  In 2020, USAA increased sponsorship and provided 
$25,000!  We appreciate USAA and all of our sponsors who provide fiscal and numerous in-kind donations. 
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 these ten service members were only able to participate in a few events.  
Additionally we thank our Military Ambassador sponsors—Kim Bogart and Jennifer Sparr along with their 
Fiesta Ambassador Support Team who worked diligently to schedule, reschedule and eventually cancel their 
schedules due to COVID-19. 

U.S. Army:  Sgt. 1st Class Ernie Nieves 
and Sgt. Alejandra Valdes 

U.S. Marines: Staff Sgt. Hector Jaramillo 
and Sgt. Lorianny Del Rosario 

U.S. Navy:  Petty Officer 1st Class Alfredo 
Esquivel III and Petty Officer 1st Class 

Wendy M. Cajas 

U.S. Coast Guard: Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Shawn Bittner and Petty Officer 1st Class 

Bonnie A. Gonzalez 

U.S. Air Force: Tech. Sgt. Benjamin John-
son and Senior Airman Miranda Leigh 

Lopez 

Raised 

$25,250 

2020 Military Ambassador Recep-
tion cancelled  

remaining funds earmarked 

for  

Fiesta 2021  

And the  

military ambassador reception 
march 22, 2021 

We thank all of our sponsors 
who were so gracious in under-
standing and working with us 
through this challenging time.   

MILITARY AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 
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Over the last five years, the Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation assisted the following: Army Community Services, Audie Mur-
phy Veterans Hospital, BAMC Auxiliary, Beads of Courage/BAMC, Chaplain’s Office JBSA-FSH & Randolph, Cohen Clinic/ Family En-
deavors, Exceptional Family Member Program, First Sergeant Council—Operation Warmheart, Fisher House JBSA FSH & Lackland, 
Harvest Community Garden, Hearts Apart, Honor Flight San Antonio, Howl Down & Sensitive Santa & Quiet Bunny children’s party, 
Military Child Education Coalition, National Military Family Association, Navy/Marine Holiday Drive, Operation Healing Adventures 
Family Retreat, Uniformed Veterinary Medicine Association (Caisson Unit at JBSA-FSH), Vogel Resiliency Center, and the Warrior 
Family Support Center. 

In 2019-2020 the Military-
Civilian Charitable Foundation 

assisted the following:  

Audie Murphy VA Hospital Homeless 
Veterans Program 

Beads of Courage/Brooke Army 
Medical Center (BAMC) 

Exceptional Family Member Program 

Fisher House Audie Murphy Veter-
ans Hospital  

Fisher Houses Joint Base San Anto-
nio (JBSA) - Fort Sam Houston 
(FSH) & Lackland 

Hearts Apart 

Holiday Food Drive JBSA FSH, Ran-
dolph & Lackland 

Military Child Education Coalition 

VA Volunteer Outreach services 

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM 

The Military Family Support Program captures a wide variety of programs that 
change from year to year.  The Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation has the 
ability to act quickly and fund appropriately.  Through close contact with the Ser-
vices and the veteran’s networks, the Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation will 
help military and veteran organizations with their specific needs.  A special thank 
you to HEB for providing a $500 Gift Card to help with our holiday gift card drive! 

Program donations 

$8,946 
   Holiday Gift Card 

Drive   

$13,679 
Restricted donations 

(Caisson Horses) 

$15,000 

Distributed   

$37,545 
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MILITARY-CIVILIAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION’S 
COVID-19 ASSISTANCE 

The Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation takes pride in its 
ability to provide assistance quickly  to military families and 
veterans.   The Foundation Board met by teleconference 
and was able to allocate remaining funds to offer support 
for organizations who needed assistance immediately. 

The Foundation intended to participate in the March 2020 
Big Give but at the request of the San Antonio Mayor, the 
Foundation along with numerous other non-profits, post-
poned their fund raising efforts.  The focal point for all do-
nations were directed to large organizations who could 
support thousands of local residents.    

Assisting military families 
and veterans in a time of 

need 

Total:  $4,242 

 $1,604 Joint Base San Antonio Fisher Hous-
es at Fort Sam Houston to support their 
residents  

 $500  Blue Skies of Texas - Air Force Village 
to provide protective masks for residents 
and workers  

 $800 National Veterans Outreach – They 
have two programs serving veterans and 
military families: The Residential Center for 
Veterans (VA Oversight) for Homeless Vets 
in Transition and Support Services for Vet-
eran Families/Rapid Rehousing. Both pro-
grams are having serious issues related to 
coronavirus and homelessness.  

 $312  San Antonio (SA) Food Bank who pro-
vided such critical services to people in 
need.  The demand for their service in-
creased significantly.  The SA Food Bank has 
the ability to earmark our donation  to use 
for military and veteran families.  

 $1,026 JBSA Warrior Family Support/
Warrior Transition Barracks—our donation 
provided a meal to the 88 wounded warrior 
residents and their families who were con-
fined to the barracks. 
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EDUCATING OUR MILITARY-CIVILIAN CLUB MEMBERS

Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation provided 

two educational tours for Military-Civilian Club 

members.  The first was  to the  Joint Base San An-

tonio – Fort Sam Houston Fisher House / the Cen-

ter for the Intrepid and the second to the Audie 

Murphy Veteran’s Administration Hospital.  These 

tours help club members see where their dona-

tions go and observe first-hand the great work 

these organizations do in supporting our military 

servicemembers, veterans and their families. 
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IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

REBECCA OWNBY SMITH 

The accomplishments outlined in this report 

are largely attributed to the leadership of the 

Immediate Past President, Rebecca Ownby 

Smith or Becky.  Under her leadership the 

Foundation exceeded its annual fund raising 

goal, increased corporate sponsorships, began 

applying for corporate grants, answered the 

call for assistance during the COVID-19 pan-

demic, and had a thorough update of the by-

laws and policy letters. Although Becky is in-

volved with numerous other organizations in 

the San Antonio Community, the highlights of 

her time in the Military-Civilian Club and Chari-

table Foundation helped guide her to achieve 

these significant results outlined in this report.   

2019-2020 President, Military-Civilian Charita-

ble Foundation 

2018-2019 President, Military-Civilian Club/ Ex 

Officio Member Military-Civilian Charitable 

Foundation/ Participating Member Organiza-

tion (PMO) President, San Antonio Fiesta Com-

mission and their Executive Committee  

Becky also served as the Foundation’s Vice 

President of Development, Vice President of 

Programs, and the Civilian Military Ambassador 

Sponsor.  In the Military-Civilian Club, Becky 

served as the Civilian Nomination Chair, Vice 

President, Civilian Communications Chair, a 

First-Year Caller, and Co-Chair of the Centenni-

al Committee.   

After serving on the Military-Civilian Charitable 

Foundation for three years, she has made a 

lasting impact on the organization and will be 

missed. 

Military-Civilian Charitable 

Foundation Past Presidents 

  2015-2016  Liz Jauer 

  2016-2017  Denise Poppe 

  2017-2019  Jeanie Travis 

  2019-2020  Rebecca Ownby  

   Smith 
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We thank the Corporations and Organizations the provide financial or 

in kind donations* 

        

 

Military Ambassador Title Sponsor:   
USAA – Military Affairs 

 
Residence Inn by Marriott – Alamo Plaza 

 
The 502nd Logistical Readiness Squadron 

Asociacion de Charros de San Antonio 
AUEDA, Piñatas in the Barrio 

The Battle of Flowers Association 
Beethoven Maennerchor 
Don Strange of Texas, Inc. 

The Fiesta San Antonio Commission, Inc. 
Fiesta Flambeau Parade Association, Inc.  

H.E.B. 
Jon Alonzo Photography 

King Antonio XCVIII and The Texas Cavaliers 
La Reina de la Feria de las Flores - LULAC Council No. 2 

The Last Straw Florist 
Palo Alto College 

San Antonio River Walk Association & The Original Mexican Restaurant 
Preservation Fort Sam Houston 

Rey Feo LXXII and the Rey Feo Educational Foundation 
Security Services Federal Credit Union 

The San Antonio Chamber of Commerce 
San Antonio Conservation Society 
San Antonio Queen of Soul, Inc. 

San Antonio Zulu Association, Inc. 
St. Mary’s University 

Texas A&M University San Antonio    

* Some in kind donations did not occur due to Fiesta 2020’s cancellation but we do want to highlight their projected support. 
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DIAMOND PATRIOT (>$3,000) 
Mary West & Richard Traylor 
 
PLATINUM PATRIOT ($2,000-$2,999) 
Sue & Richard Dullnig 
Christina & John Forestier 
Gail & Dennis Hathaway 
Patte & Nathan Titus 
 
GOLD PATRIOT ($1,000-$1,999) 
Cory & Phillip Bakke 
Katie & Steve Brown 
Lori & Kyle Campbell 
Candice Castro & Thomas Grippo 
Lisa & Don Cohick 
Karrie & Jon Fristoe 
Liz & David Jauer 
Angela & Darrell Jenkins 
Holly & Darrell Jones 
Beth & Charlie Plummer 
Denise & John Poppe 
Kellie & Simeon Trombitas 
Mary Wieser 
 
SILVER PATRIOT ($500-$999) 
Barbara & Gary Francis 
Debby Long & Graham Shirley 
Patty & Mark Solo 
Debra Spittler & Larry Hanson 
Mary Anne Svetlik & Anton Blieberger 
Lori & Fred Tips 
 
BRONZE PATRIOT ($250-$499) 
Meg & Michael Alexander 
Marjorie & Mike Arnold 
Shelley & John Bass 
Carol Coleman & Ysidro Bustamante 
Cynthia & Mark Curry 
Tina & Pete Flatten 
Joy & Carl Furmann 
Caryn Hasslocher & Anthony Koch 
Georgia & Michael Heath 
Joanne Holshouser 
Liz & Robert Jones 
Diane & Gregory Lengyel 
Kathi & John Oppenheimer 
Jean & John Parsons 
Daria & Scott Putzier 
Norma & Fernando Reyes 
Bonnie & Richard Ritter 
Deborah & Bill Rush 
 

BRONZE PATRIOT ($250-$499) (Continued) 
Patricia & Howard Stendahl 
Donna & Ian Thompson 
Jeanie Travis 
Julia & James Whitmore 
Mertie & Dale Wood 
Fran & Mark Zamzow 
Barbara & Keith Zars 
 
PATRIOT ($150-$249) 
Julie & Pre Ball 
Anne & Stephen Ballantyne 
Jimmie & Harry Balling 
Rosemary & Gordon Bolte 
Ferne Burney 
Julie & Thomas Coffey 
Sheri & Jonathan Cohen 
Cynthia & Martin Curry 
Cyndee & Steven Dubinski 
Ida & Alfred Flowers 
Mary & John Garr 
Barbara & Eugene Habiger 
Tanya & Albert Haddad 
Susan Harwell & John Ferguson 
Robin & Mark Howard 
Marcie & Ray Ince 
Mary & Phillip Layman 
Marilyn & Frank Ledford 
Lynn & Porter Loring 
Cindy Mantz 
Dr. Susan Mengden & Peter Ellis 
Ada & Miguel Montalvo 
Jule & Warren Patterson 
Helen & Glenn Pohly 
Lucy & William Rasco 
Ann Richardson 
Angela Salinas 
Barbara Schneider & Donald Rattan 
Linda & Art Scott 
Mary Kathryn & Richard Shipley 
Rebecca Ownby & Joel Smith 
Gretchen & Timothy Stepke 
Sarah Steves & Sam Bell II 
Sara Anne & Charles Stulga 
Victoria & Dale Wood  

Thank you to all the Military-Civilian Club Members for their generous support! 
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CONTRIBUTORS ($10-$149) 
 
 
Nadine Acker  
Lynn Berryman  
Jamie Bloodsworth  
Veronica Boldt  
Susan Bowman  
Melissa Branch  
Caroline Cain  
Gene Calgaard  
Melissa Carpenter  
Susan Chandler  
Liz Chiego  
Kandice Collins       
Linda Corbo  
Lynn Daugherty  
Virginia Dibrell     
Wendy Erickson  
Leslie Foley  
Jenny Gibson  
Mary Goldstone  
Christie Gonzalez  
Edie Grimes  
Molly Groff  
Beverly Purcell Guerra  
Debbie Hargett  
Sherry Haugh       
Diana Hawley  
Jean Heard  
Vonzetta Hickman  
Sandy Hornberger  
Janet Hughes  
Nancy Hunt   
Anne Inscore  
Martha James  
Kimberly Jones  
Pat Kirk  
Olive Anne Kleberg  
Laura Lantz  
Teena Larson     
Rebecca Long     
Marilyn Looney  
Janet Massy  
Kerry McKeon  
Betsy Meyer  
Yeola Mitchell  
Brenda Moore  

Carolina Morrell  
Libby Nichols  
Lu Nix  
Kristan Nowland  
Eleanor O'Gorman  
Kimberly Pipes  
Djuana Pittman  
Teresa Pixley  
Janet Putman 
Judith Rahe 
Laura Read 
Teresa Rice 
Mary F. Russell  
Kerry Rutledge 
Maria Elena Sanchez 
Laurie Saunders  
Duffy Saylor 
Rebecca Schiek 
Rollette Schrenghost  
Melinda Schultz  
Susan Sharpe  
Carryn Sheehan 
Dian Sherrod  
Barbara Smith  
Martha Smith 
Liz Smith 
Jennifer Sparr 
Kelly Strange 
Roswitha Taylor 
Sandra Utterback  
Debbie Vasut 
Mary Lou Vielock 
Anna Vogler 
Dhenya Wagers  
Barbara Walther 
Dawna Webb  
Marian Wilcox  
Cynthia Wilder 
Barbara Winship 
Suzanne Word 
Lynn Ziegler 
anonymous  x 2 
 
 
 
 
 

To donate go to  http://www.milcivfoundation.com or send to  

Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation at P.O. Box 6495 

San Antonio, Texas 78209 

http://www.milcivfoundation.com

