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Celebrating 98 Years 

MILITARY CIVILIAN CLUB JOINT BOARD Meeting 

San Antonio Country Club 

Minutes – October 7, 2019 

 
In Attendance: 

Jimmie Balling, Melinda Biggs, Ferne Burney, Caroline Cain, Lori Campbell, Tina Drain, Cyndee Dubinski, 

Sue Dullnig, Tina Flatten, Leslie Foley, Joan Gaither, Gail Girdley, Linda Gould, Edie Grimes, Sally Gummel, 

Gail Hathaway, Nancy Hunt, Liz Jones, Karrie Fristoe, Xonia Kargl, Liz Lee, Debby Long-Shirley, Leslie 

McFadden, Kathi Oppenheimer, Terri Pixley, Denise Poppe, Janet Putman, Daria Putzier, Laura Read, Norma 

Reyes, Rebecca Schiek, Carryn Sheehan, Becky Smith, Patty Solo, Patty Stendahl, Sara Stulga, Cheryl Toth, 

Pris Trawick, Laura Urbis, Mary Wieser, Julia Whitmore, Candy Young, Martha Young, Barbara Zars 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME:   Cheryl Toth (Mil) 

Cheryl called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m., welcomed the board, and thanked everyone for their commitment to this 

organization. 

 

OPENING PRAYER     Patty Stendahl (Mil)  
 

 

MINUTES - RECORDING SECRETARY  Carryn Sheehan (Mil) and Jimmie Balling (Civ) 

Carryn reported that the Joint Board meeting minutes from August 20, 2019, were reviewed and approved by a committee 

of three.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT     Gina Hucal (Mil) (not present) 

In Gina’s absence, Carryn Sheehan gave the report that was submitted: 

Report:  All financial business is on track. PO Box is checked weekly, bills are paid timely. Below is a financial summary of the 

activities. 

INCOME  (August-September, 2019) 
Membership Dues  $8,070.00 
Dine Around Luncheon    5,485.00 
 Total Income               $13,555.00 
 
EXPENSES 
Storage Unit   $  237.00 
Mailing Services         11.12 
Constant Contact           149.24 
October Lunch Deposit   4,273.00 
December Lunch Deposit   1,000.00 
Activities & Events      620.50 
Quickbook Payment Fees              70.39 
Harford Insurance      322.00 
 Total Expenses                $6,683.25 
 
NET OPERATING INCOME:                $6,871.75 
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Chair Constant Contacts, database    Daria Putzier (Mil)  

(Daria submitted the following report, but did not present:) 

• Total members currently in the database as of 30 Sept 2019: 398 

• 36 Members removed from the database due to moves, resignations, deaths, etc., 

• Total number of members currently in Constant Contact 383.  The numbers differ because members that do not 

provide an email and want to be called are not entered into CC.  

 

 

OFFICER REPORTS 

 

1st Vice President October Luncheon   Lori Campbell (Mil) (not present, setting up luncheon) 

Lori’s report stated that there were 268 Total RSVPs for the luncheon. She will provide follow up at next meeting, 

and mentioned the San Antonio Country Club has been a pleasure to work with. 
 

1st Vice President  November Dine-Around  Nancy Hunt (Civ)  

Nancy reported that the Dine-Around would be held Monday, November 4, 2019 at various venues from 11:30 – 

1:00.  Many people signed up at the September event. 

1.  Paesano’s at Lincoln Heights – Can seat up to 100.  We have 49 civilians and 9 military registered and paid.   

Total – 59, with 42 spots still left, most military. 

2. Paloma Blanca – can seat up to 55.  We have 4 civilians and 5 military registered and paid.  After sign up today, if 

this isn’t much higher, I will check to see if there is a minimum we must have.   

3. Silo on Austin Highway – can seat up to 60.  We have 20 civilians, and 25 military registered and paid.  Total – 

45, with 15 spots left, more civilian than military.   

4. La Fonda on Main – can seat up to 80.  We have 26 civilians and 4 military registered and paid.  Total – 30, with 

50 spots left.   

5. Silo on 1604 - Can hold up to 60.  We have 16 civilians and 21 military registered and paid.   

Total – 37, with 23 spots left.   

 

She stated we have a total of 115 civilians registered, and 65 military.  62 spots are left for civilians, and 112 spots 

left for military.   

 

As more and more members would rather pay with a credit or debit card, and the Club only has two card 

processors, and only one of those can process chip cards, Nancy recommended that the Club purchase an 

additional CC processing “Square” to enable Dine Around payments to be processed more efficiently.  She said at 

today’s luncheon, we are going to have to “share” with the cashiers who are taking payments for today’s 

luncheon. Daria Putzier informed us that we have more card readers available for use, so everything should be 

fine. 

 

Cyndee Dubinski asked Nancy if any of the restaurants have a minimum attendance needed for the Dine-Around. 

Nancy hadn’t confirmed this, but planned to check with Paloma Blanca if the attendance numbers there didn’t 

increase. 
 

2nd Vice President  December Luncheon   Laura Read (Mil) 

Laura stated that the deposit had been delivered to the Club at Sonterra, and the contract is signed. A member of 

that club is needed to sponsor the luncheon to get a better price on the serving charge. Gail Hathaway volunteered 

to be the sponsor member. 

 

2nd Vice President  January Luncheon   Tina Drain (Cil) 

The January luncheon will be held Monday, January 13, 2020, at the Buckhorn Saloon. No new updates. 

 

3rd Vice President  February In-Home Luncheon  Monica Douglas (Mil) (not present)  

 Cheryl mentioned that Monica is still looking for military members to open their homes for this luncheon. 
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3rd Vice President  March Luncheon   Liz Jones (Civ) 

Liz reminded the board that the March 9, 2020, Scholarship Luncheon will be held at the Petroleum Club.  
 

4th Vice President  April Luncheon   Edie Grimes (Mil) 

Edie stated the April 13 luncheon is still scheduled at the Club at Sonterra. No further updates at this time. 

 

4th Vice President  May Luncheon   Sue Dulling (Civ)  

Sue said the May 11 luncheon would also be at the Petroleum Club. She is working with the chef to keep the cost 

down, and plans on a plated meal. 

 

Corresponding Secretary     Janet Putman (Civ) and Candy Young (Mil)  

Janet said that sympathy cards were sent to the family of Lila Cockrell (passed away 9-3-19) and to a close friend 

of Mary Elizabeth Hankins (passed away 10-3-19). Constant Contact notices were sent to the membership. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Bylaws       Georgia Health (Civ) and Gail Hathaway (Mil) 

Karrie Fristoe said there was no report from the committee.  

 

Cashiers       Terri Pixley (Civ) and Deb Morris (Mil) 

 Deb was already at the Cashier table, and Terri reported everything was going well. 

 

Courtesy      Caroline Cain (Civ) No report. 

       Martha Young (Mil) (not present) 

 

Fiesta Parade       Liz Lee (Mil) No report  

Anne Inscore (Civ) (not present) 

 

Lunch Reservations/Communications   Kathi Oppenheimer (Civ)  

Trudy Heard (Mil) (not present) 

 

Kathi presented the following report: 

On Tuesday, September 10, 2019, the October Luncheon invitation went out to our membership. First- and 

second-year members were emailed a copy of this invitation, which they in turn, snail mailed out to the two 

people on their lists that do not use Constant Contact. We are most fortunate this year that our callers have done a 

marvelous job of reaching out to these members and serving as the linking threads between the different factions 

of Mil-Civ. As the result of the initial outreach in September, we currently have twenty-six (26) members who 

would like a hard copy invitation and reminder call.  

 

For this wonderful luncheon at the San Antonio Country Club today, we had 266 Reservations (160 Civilian/ 106 

Military), 68 Declines, and 65 No Responses. Those members paying at the time of registration were: 92 Civilian 

and 59 Military. Those members paying at the door: 68 Civilian and 47 Military.  There are 239 orders for Cobb 

Salad with Chicken and 27 special meals. Our members seem to really enjoy this venue! (Note: numbers were 

stated as down a little in the days immediately preceding the presentation of this report.) 

 

Membership feedback on the new “Mark Your Calendar” sidebar on our invitations is positive. Members appear 

to appreciate knowing what is coming up next and where the luncheon will be held. We are also including special 

events such as the Junior League Christmas Affair, which will be held on Thursday, November 21st.  

 

As an update, our Calling Angel, Meg Alexander, is home and still recovering from her serious automobile 

accident last July. Kathi continues to reach out to the members on her list. 
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In other Communications Committee news, Trudy Heard and Kathi got together on September 16th to clean up the 

Constant Contact Campaign page and the Libraries files. We put older campaigns into categorized folders such as 

Dine Around, In Home, monthly Luncheons, Newsletters, Death notices, and Welcome Coffee. As a result, the 

Campaign page now only contains the current events for 2019 – 2020, which should make it more user friendly. 

The Libraries’ files never had folders, so we are now creating them, which will be an ongoing process. For those 

of you using Constant Contact, any feedback you can provide will be greatly appreciated. 

 
 

Membership 

Membership—Military    Julia Whitmore (Mil) and Trudy Heard (Mil) (not present) 

Army (Fort Sam)      Liz Montcalm-Smith (Mil) 

Air Force (RAFB)      Lori Hornyak (Mil) 

Air Force (LAFB)      Lidia Davidson (Mil) 

 

Julia Whitmore presented the report, stating that as of October 3, 2019, the military membership stands at 160 

current members: 69 Air Force, 85 Army, 5 Navy, and 1 Marine. Since the last board meeting, one new member 

has been welcomed. (Full membership report attached) 

 

Three of last year’s members still have not renewed. One is on a walker and is very frail. Her caller has left 

voicemails but has been unable to reach her. When calls were being made for the Welcome Coffee, the other two 

told their callers that they planned to renew. However, they have not responded to any of Trudy’s many calls, 

emails, or texts reference their renewal. Neither of them (1 Active, 1 Associate) attended any luncheons last year. 

On October 15th all three will be dropped from our membership unless we receive their renewal prior to then. 

 

One item of concern is that there are only 37 Active Military Members at the time of this meeting. That means we 

have 23% Active Military Members and 77% Associate Military Members. According to our Bylaws, each 

service can have no more than 45 Associate members. Denise Poppe read the specific point from the bylaws 

(According to our bylaws, Article III – Membership, Section 2. Military, line G) Sentence 3 & 4, “Associate 

membership will never exceed 40% of the number of Active and Associate members allowed. Each service will 

have no more than 113 Active and Associate members combined, of which no more than 45 may be Associate 

members.”), and suggested that the bylaw wording could be changed to “whenever possible,” and Julia agreed. 

Denise also mentioned that the purpose of the Club is to include active-duty military spouses specifically, hence 

the limit on retired/associate members. This Bylaw, Article III – Membership, as currently written protects 

Article II – Purpose. 

 

Last year, we agreed that membership had been opened to more retired military spouses to bring our membership 

numbers up. Now that we have higher numbers, we need to adjust our Bylaws to reflect the change.  Karrie 

Fristoe, Bylaws Chair, will call a committee meeting at her earliest convenience to take care of this. 

 

 

Membership—Civilian    Jane Allgood (Civ) (not present) 

 In Jane’s absence, Cyndee presented this report. All new members have paid their membership dues. Nine 

members are still listed as unpaid, and Jane plans to follow up with emails and telephone calls to determine why. 

 

 

Nametags      Patty Solo (Mil) 

 Patty stated that 19 new nametags were ordered, including some due to a change of title. 

Sara Stulga (Civ) 

Sara said there were ten new nametags made, and replacements for two lost. Another replacement would be made 

for an accidental misspelling. At luncheons, there will be two places to pick up nametags: one for those who 

prepay, and one for those who pay at the door. It was decided there would be no sign-in needed for the members 

who pre-pay for luncheons, as no one requested to see these sign-in sheets. 
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Newsletter 

January       Denise Poppe (Mil) 

The Spring Newsletter for Club Year 2019-20 will be published on January 1, 2020.  All members with active 

email accounts will receive the Newsletter in that form.  Club members who do not have email will receive their 

copy via USPS.  The Spring Newsletter will also be available on the MCCF’s website within the Member Portal. 

 

The cost of producing the bi-yearly Newsletter has dropped dramatically since using email through Constant 

Contact.  Estimated expense for the Spring Newsletter is approximately $20. 

 

Specific Chairs will be asked to write a report or an article.  An email will be sent in November which will 

contain reminders and other information on how to submit your article to the Spring Newsletter. 

 

Denise requests that information be submitted no later than Dec. 9th.  The December Luncheon Chair and the 

President of the MCCF have a deadline of Dec. 14th to submit their articles.  If an earlier submission is possible, it 

would be appreciated.   

 

August       Susan Heinemeyer (Civ) (not present)  

 

 

Nominating       Becky Smith (Civ) No report. 

Karrie Fristoe (Mil) 
 

 

Photography/Publicity     Anna Laura Block (Civ) (not present) 

 

 

Social 

Board Dinner       Pris Trawick (Civ) 

Pris said many venues were researched, but many were very expensive. As a result, Club Giraud will again be the 

location. Date is set for Monday, October 28. 

 

Welcome Coffee      Ferne Burney (Civ) 

Ferne said there was a great turn-out for the September Welcome Coffee. She is awaiting reimbursement from the 

Club. 

 

A question was brought forth as to whether the Board Dinner is strictly for the board members, or if Past Presidents are 

included. Cyndee clarified that because our board is large this year, and Club Giraud only seats 70, Presidents will have a 

separate dinner on their own on December 17. However, any Past Presidents also serving on this year’s board are invited 

to the Board Dinner. 

 

 

Website/Facebook     Julia Whitmore (Mil) 

Julia stated she has updated the website. A digital copy of the yearbook will soon be available there. Any 

upcoming information needed to be placed on the website (such as for the December luncheon) should be given to 

her by October 21 because she will be out of town until November 18. 

Sally Gummel (Mil) No report. 

 

 

Yearbook       Catherine Taylor (Civ) (not present) 

Fran Zamzow (Mil) (not present) 

 Carryn read the report submitted by Fran:  



6 
 

Five hundred copies of the 2019-2020 Yearbook were printed by Atwood Printing at a cost of $2,143.00.  In 

addition, five hundred 6x9 envelopes were ordered and printed with a return address for $109.00.  This number of 

envelopes should be adequate for the mail out for this year and next.   

 

The members attending the luncheon on October 7, 2019 will be able to pick up books there.  Books will be 

mailed to those not in attendance through PC Mailing Services Inc., hopefully, within the week.  

 

Fran expressed her appreciation for the assistance of fellow committee member, Catherine Taylor. 

 
 

Trips/Tours       Leslie Foley (Civ) and Melinda Biggs (Civ) 

Melinda reported that they originally thought the Toyota Plan tour would draw more response from our military 

members, but many civilians members signed up as well. The tour sold out, but due to cancellations there are 

three spots left for this October 15 tour, which meets at 12:10pm for a prompt 12:20pm departure time. An email 

will be sent with the meeting location and further instructions. 

 

 

Centennial Planning Committee    Karrie Fristoe (Mil) (Chair) 

Becky Ownby-Smith (Civ) (Co-) 

Karrie reported that there are 25 ladies on the MCC’s Centennial Year Committee.  A copy of the signed 

document with UTSA Special Collections has been given to the Secretary so it is in our Club records.  The 

Centennial Celebration will be at the Menger on May 21, 2021, and that will be exactly 100 years to the day that 

Mrs, Mabel Barmore and the group of ladies started what was known as the Army Civilian Club.  This luncheon 

is going to cost more than our regular events, likely around $50. Karrie will send out a message to see if anyone 

has copies of our missing Fiesta Medals, Yearbooks, and any other pictures of items of interest.  These items can 

be donated, replicated and returned, or borrowed through May 2021.   (attached: copy of UTSA donation tax 

receipt, letter of thanks from UTSA Special Collections, copy of signed Deed of Gift from UTSA Special 

Collections) 

 

 

MCCF President      Becky Smith (Civ) 

We are so humbled by the generous donations from our Military-Civilian Club members and by the San Antonio 

Community.  The Military-Civilian Charitable Foundation (MCCF) has a current cash balance of $119,056.00.  

We are planning on giving away at least $58,500.00 this year (with some remaining in reserves): 

• $25,000 to the Military Ambassador Program 

• $20,000 to the Military Family Support 

• $10,000 to College Scholarships to military dependent students  

• $3,500 scholarship to Trinity University 

 

Karrie Fristoe, VP Development, is working on the December gift card drive at the December luncheon, as well 

as establishing two grants with community partners who support military-affiliated programs.  She is also sending 

out Banker Bucks letters requesting that our San Antonio Area banks make donations to support the causes of the 

MCCF (Becky explained that Bankers Bucks are requests for $500 or less that banks can donate without corporate 

approval).  She is also working on the President’s Circle Reception during our Fiesta Ambassador Reception to 

honor our donors who give $1,000.00 or more to the MCCF. In addition, they will work with the San Antonio 

Area Foundation during The Big Give as another source of funds. 

 

Julie Coffey, VP Programs, has been researching the best use for the gift cards from the December Gift Card 

drive.  The gift cards will continue to go to the Fisher Houses located at Fort Sam and Lackland, as well as to the 

VA Hospital.  The MCCF is sponsoring two parties (Halloween and Christmas) for the Exceptional Family 

Member Program for our special needs military children at JBSA.   
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The scholarship committee has been established and the scholarship applications will be distributed to high 

schools in the fall through the Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation.   Scholarship recipients will be honored at the 

March Military-Civilian Club luncheon. 

 

The Military Ambassador sponsors have been working tirelessly and are planning and executing the many facets 

of the Military Ambassador program.  The Military Ambassador Reception will be held on Monday, March 23 at 

the Witte Museum at 6:30 p.m.  The charge for members to attend will be $35. 
 

 

MCCF VP Programs      Julie Coffey (Civ) (not present) 

 

OLD BUSINESS   None mentioned 

 

NEW BUSINESS    

Fern Burney brought up that as we’re looking to gain money, it’s very important to save money. She then suggested that 

the Club consider using Lanier High School for our printing needs, which would have cut down the cost of our Yearbook 

printing. This also offers an opportunity for these students to practice their trade. Lanier HS does all the printing for the 

San Antonio Independent School District, but they also take outside jobs. Cyndee agreed this could be something to look 

at, and suggested Fern speak with committee member Fran Zamzow who has coordinated the Yearbooks for several years. 

 

Denise Poppe made a motion to add an emergency contact line to the Dues Notice, and then add the emergency contact 

information to the Database. This was seconded by Laura Read. Denise presented her reasons:  It has come to my 

attention that it is extremely difficult to reach the family of our aging and deceased members.  It was also quite 

disconcerting when a member at a luncheon became confused and needed to go home, but we didn’t have an emergency 

contact to get help.  I’m asking the Board to consider putting a line in the Dues Notice to request an emergency contact 

number, and then keep that information in the Database for quick use. More discussion took place regarding other 

examples of the need for an emergency contact. A vote was taken, and the motion passed with no one opposed. 

 

Mary Weiser mentioned the November 21 trip to the Austin Junior League Christmas Affair, and asked about sending our 

certificate of liability insurance for this and other events such as the Toyota Plant tour. Cyndee said that Treasurer Gina 

Hucal should have this certificate available.  

 

 

Parliamentarian     Karrie Fristoe (Mil) No report. 

Georgia Heath (Civ) (not present) 

 

 

Fiesta Commission Membership    Kim Bogart (Mil) (not present) 

 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER     Patty Stendahl (Mil)  

 

ADJOURNMENT      Cheryl Toth (Mil) 

Cheryl adjourned the meeting at 10:43 a.m. 

 
Reminders: 

• Toyota Plant Tours Bus Trip, October 15, 2019  

• Board Dinner, October 28, 2019 

• Dine Around, November 4, 2019  

• Next Luncheon, December 9, 2019 - The Club at Sonterra  
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• Next Joint Board Meeting, January 13, 2019 - The Buckhorn Saloon & Museum 

 

Attachments:   Military Membership report 

  Copy of UTSA donation tax receipt 

  Letter of thanks from UTSA Special Collections 

  Copy of signed Deed of Gift from UTSA Special Collections   
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